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Text:  
1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2: Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3: And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

Introduction 
For the last three months, we have been answering the question, “What happens when a person 
repents and believes the gospel?” A hundred things happen and it’s up to us to find out what they 
are. This is so crucial because if we are to live as we should for Jesus Christ, you and I 
must grow in our understanding of who we are and what we have in Christ. If we are to live 
a life well-pleasing to Jesus Christ, it is important that we know and understand our position 
and our possession in Christ. This is one of the reasons why I preached a series of sermons 
focusing on our great salvation, because I am fully convinced that, if we fully awake to the 
blessings of our salvation, we will have a greater love to Christ, greater appreciation for our 
salvation, increasing confidence in Him, and a renewed commitment to proclaim the gospel of 
the grace of God.

The verses we read this morning speak of another aspect of our salvation which is adoption. 
This is one of the blessings given to those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for their 
salvation. The great salvation we received when we believe does not only consist of God 
justifying us but also adopting us. In justification, we are criminals, pardoned by the King and 
declared righteous, and put into His service. But in adoption, we are strangers, adopted by the 
King, and put into His family and enjoy all the privileges ad responsibilities of being part of that 
family.

God went way beyond giving us eternal life, forgiving our sins, declaring us righteous, 
reconciling us to Himself, giving us the privilege to enter to Heaven, which are all amazing 
things. By His free grace, He also received us into His family and gave us the right to enjoy all 
the rights and privileges of the children of God.  

This morning consider with me the precious doctrine of adoption in three headings, 
namely, What We Were, What We Are, and What We Shall Be. Before we move on, I want us 
to understand these three things are true only to those who have been born again, to those who 
have been adopted into the family of God. Have you been born again? Do you believe in and on 



the Lord Jesus Christ? If you have not, I pray that God would use this message and that  you will 
finally trust Jesus Christ alone for your salvation.

I - What We Were 
1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.  
John opens the third chapter of this book with words of amazement. “Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us!” This amazement arises from John’s knowledge of what 
we were before we were adopted into the family of God. What could a holy God see in us that 
He would love us and even adopt us? 

Anne Dutton wrote, “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! What! Did the Lord of all love us, and give Himself for 
us? For us creatures, for us sinners, for rebels against His crown, for His enemies, and for haters 
of His ways, who deserved to be companions with devils, and were fit fuel for everlasting 
burnings! Oh, free, rich, glorious grace!”

He loved us so much that He gave Himself for us. He so loved us that He laid down His life for 
us. God’s love for us His children is amazing in the light of what we were. 
Romans 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7: 
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even 
dare to die. 8: But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. 9: Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. 10: For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
Before we become part of God’s family, we were without strength, we were ungodly, we 
were sinners, and we were God’s enemies. And yet He loved us. That is grace! He loved us 
who deserve nothing but wrath, condemnation, and punishment. He loved us who deserve 
nothing but death, judgment, and hell. God loves us not because of anything lovable about us. 
He loves us not because we are lovely. No! He loves us in spite of us. God loves us because He 
is love. It is His nature to love.

I stand amazed in the presence 
Of Jesus the Nazarene, 

And wonder how He could love me, 
A sinner, condemned, unclean. 

He took my sins and my sorrows, 
He made them His very own; 

He bore the burden to Calv'ry, 
And suffered and died alone. 

Refrain: 



How marvelous! How wonderful! 
And my song shall ever be; 

How marvelous! How wonderful! 
Is my Savior’s love for me! 

Oh, don’t forget what you were when Jesus Christ found you, saved you and brought you into the 
family of God! Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us! 

II - What We Are 
1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2: 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God ...
We are the sons of God! All who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ are children of God. 
Regardless of what we were and what we have been, now we are the children of God. We are 
called sons of God. But understand that God does not call everyone His children. There is a 
false idea that we are all children of God. There is a common concept of the universal 
Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man today. But this is not Biblical. It is true that in Acts 
17:28, the apostle Paul describes all humans as being the “offspring of God.” We are all offspring 
of God in the sense that we are the product of God’s creative work. But the Bible does not 
teach that man in his fallen state is naturally a part of God’s family. Though we are all offspring 
of God, we have been separated from Him because of sin. But when a person returns to God 
by believing in His Son Jesus Christ, they are spiritually regenerated, born again, given new life, 
forgiven of all their sin, declared righteous, and made children of God.

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name: 13: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
Only those who have received and believed on Jesus’ name are given the right and privilege 
of becoming children of God. And so, it is true and the Bible is clear that all people are God’s 
creation, and that God loves the whole world, but only those who are born again are children of 
God and we become children of God by faith in Jesus Christ. We are not naturally a part of 
God’s family; we must be adopted into that family through God’s work and act and by faith in 
Jesus Christ.
Galatians 3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

Now, having put your faith in Jesus Christ you are now a child of God. 
1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God ...
John here speaks of the present position of the believer. Right now, we are the children of God. 
This is not something that we look forward to becoming reality in the future. This is not 
something we hope to be. No, right now, we are the children of almighty God. If you have been 
born again by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, you can confidently and humbly 
sing,



I once was an outcast stranger on earth, 
A sinner by choice, an alien by birth, 

But I’ve been adopted, my name’s written down, 
An heir to a mansion, a robe and a crown. 

Refrain: 
I’m a child of the King, 

A child of the King: 
With Jesus my Saviour, 
I’m a child of the King. 

1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God ... 
We are children of God now! Let us be reminded of our present position and the great privileges 
that come with it.  

Dr Martyn-Lloyd Jones gives us a loving and gentle rebuke, “I do feel that this is perhaps the 
greatest weakness of all in the Christian church, that we fail to realize what we are, or who we 
are. We spend our time in arguing about the implications of the Christian truth or the application 
of this, that and the other. But the central thing is to realize what the Christian is. We grumble 
and complain, and it is all due to the fact that we have not really seen ourselves in terms of this 
picture. Surely, as we read these words, we must of necessity be humbled, indeed in a sense 
humiliated, as we realize the inadequacy of our ideas and the unworthiness of our view of 
ourselves as Christian people.”

Oh, how we all need to constantly meditate on what or who we are in Christ. How we need to 
constantly think on the wonderful reality that we are NOW children of God and greatly loved by 
our Heavenly Father. Oh, may the Lord awaken us to this reality!

III - What We Shall Be 
1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
Here John speaks of our great future as God’s children. Our present state as children of God is 
great. To be called a child of God, to be a child of God is wonderful but listen, the best is yet to 
come for us. 

Although we are now children of God, it does not yet appear what we shall be. This is why the 
lost world does not know us or recognize us—not only because they don’t know Jesus Christ but 
also what we shall be has not been revealed yet. Our future state remains still unrevealed. And 
what is our future state? Our future state is that we shall be like Him! This is our blessed hope! 
This is what it means to be a child of God. This is the goal of adoption. God’s ultimate goal in 
our lives is to make us like Jesus. 



1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him ... 
One day in the future, we will become like Christ. In that day when He appears, we 
will instantaneously be transformed and conformed into His likeness. We shall be like Him. 
Understand that John is not saying believers will one day become ‘gods’ as some false religious 
groups teach. We can never be equal to Christ, since He is infinite and we are not, but we can 
and will be similar to Him in His resurrection bodies and holiness. 

The apostle Paul spoke about this in Philippians 3:20-21 “For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he 
is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” 

Then in Romans 8:28-29, Paul explained that Christ-likeness is God's purpose for all of His 
children, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 
Actually, at salvation God has already begun a work in us of conforming us into the image of 
His Son Jesus Christ. Even now since we are already children of God we are being conformed in 
the likeness of Christ, but that will not be fully experienced until we see Jesus Christ face to 
face at His appearing. Oh, what a day that will be when we Jesus Christ and look upon His face. 
There may be many things we don’t know but “we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as he is.”

For those of us who know our own corrupt and deceitful heart, the return of Christ will truly be 
great and glorious day. Not only will there be no more sorrow and pain, no more sickness and 
death, there will also be no more sin and unrighteousness. Our resurrected bodies will be like 
Christ’s, and our sanctification will be completed. 

Closing Thoughts 
As I have said, God does not call everyone His children. Only those who believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ are children of God. But while not everyone is a child of God, Jesus extends the 
invitation to everyone to become one. I pray that you would know what it is like to be a child 
of God, to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and to experience the forgiveness 
and love of the Father. May God help you to realize that Christ has died for sinners that they 
might be saved, and you may have the experience of that new birth and the confidence that you 
belong to Him and you are part of God’s family.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are God’s children now. This is not something we just think, or 
wish, or merely hope, we know we are. May we never forget what we were, but most specially 
what we are and what we shall be. May we never forget that we are the children of God now and 
we shall be like Jesus Christ at His return. May this truth radically impact our daily lives. May it 



produce in us a resolve to walk worthy of this high honor and privilege of being part of the 
family of God. 

From the door of an orphanage 
To the house of the King 

No longer an outcast 
A new song I sing 

From rags unto riches 
From the weak to the strong 

I'm not worthy to be here 
But, praise God, I belong 

Brothers and sisters in Christ remember who you are and whose you are and what you shall be! 

AMEN! 


